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THE ANSWER OF THE 


GOLD-BEATERS OF LONDON, TO THE. 


Grieuances cxlubited by the Cutlers, Painters, and Booke-binders, againſt +> 
them and their ( barter of Fncorporation. | ; 
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0 the firſt, for that hytheir Charter of incorporation, the importation of beaten Gold and Siluer is refrained : They anſwere, That the importa- 

tion of beaten gold and (iluer, wrought in papers is expretly prohibited by the Rature of 1. X. 3, cap. 12. And the ſame being bale ſtufte, and 

deceittull, was only vied by Painters and Bookebinders : and ſuch beaten gold and ſiluer as Curlers vſein their trade, was neuer imported 
from forraine parts, but made by the Goldbeaters of London. It the Cutlers ſhould vſe any ofthe imported gold or ſiluer, the ſame were againſt the 
intention of the ſaid ſtatute of 1. R. the 3. Cap. 12.and allo the ſtatute of 5, E;F.Cap.7,made for the maintenance of handicrafts and manuell trades, 
amongſt which the trade of gold-beating is to be numbred, for that the ſaid foliate gold and (iluer is made only with the labor of the {ingle hand, by 
continuall beating of forraine bullion with a hammer of 18. pound waight. 
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To the ſecond,for that they being wonder the number of 39. per/ons,hane obtayned by the meanes of M*.DoRor Egliſham,one of his Maieſties Phyſicians, 
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a Charter of incorporation vato themſelues, for the ſole mating of gold and ſiluer foliate and a proclamation prohibiting the importation - any ſuch gold intothis 
kingdome:and that they hawe entred into agreement to pay and allow onto Dottor Egliſham,and S* Henry Bretton, ſundry [urmmes of mony yearly for procu- 
ring the ſaid Charter - For anſwere thereunto they ſay, That the myſtery of gold-beating hath beene an ancient and ſetled trade, within this king- 
dome many hundred yeares ; as by ancient Records ready to be {hewed torth may appeare. And the ſaid trade is of ſuch vſe, as the ſame is not to 
be aboliſhed,and therefore it was lawfull for them to procure a Charter of incorporation, for good order and gouernment of their trade,and to pre- 
uent traudes and deceipts, as it hath beene done for other trades within the City of London . And for ſuch rewards or gratuities as they haue gen 
4 forprocuring thereof,the ſamehath beene our of their owne eſtates,and no more then other trades vpon their incorporations haue done. And deny 
? all combination and confederacy or the procuring of any proclamation. 
2 To the third, wherein the Goldbeaters are charged toſpend or conſume of the proper coynes or bullion of this kinadome, tn making of the ſaid folate three or 
Ti) fourethouſand pound per anns: For anſwer therunto they ſay, That they ſpend only forraine bullion to the value of two thouſand fiue hundred pound, 
51 and no more,wherewith, all England, Scotland , Ireland, and Wales , are ſerued and furniſhed : And that it is expreſly prouided by the Charter,thar 
no Engliſh coyne or bullion ſhall be by them ſpent in making ofthe ſaid foliate. And itis alſo prouided by the ſaid Charter, That no freeman ofthe 
ſayd trade {h1ll beate any gold before he hath entred into bond of five hundred pound, inthe Exchequer, notto ſpend or conſume any engltlh 
coynes or bullion in the ſaid trade. h | 
To the fourth,that the complainants, fince the incorporation of the Golabeater5,are inforced togiue higher rates &> prices,then before they were wont to pay for 
the ſazd foliate gold and filuer. Foranlwere thereunto they ſay , Thar it is prouided by the ſaid Charter, that the ſame ſhall be ſold at ſuch reaſona- 
ble prices as the (ame was ſold for 20. yeeres paſt, hauing regard to the railing of his Maieſties Standard, and the faid complainants are ſerued with 
the fame vnder the ſaid rare. For then they paid fora hundred of gold, 13. thillings 4. pence, and for a hundred of Siler, 3. ſhillings 4. pence : at 
which time the rate ofthe Standard, for gold was three pound the ounce, and (1]uer, fine thillings two pence the ounce. And therate of the Stan- 
dard being now for gold 3. pound 1 4. ſhillings 6. pence, and for Silver fix thillings. The complainants pay to the goldbeaters for gold , nor a- 
- bouetherate of 15.5. the hundred; and for {iluer not aboue 3.s. the hundred. And iincethe ſaid Incorporation the gold & (1luer foliateis more ſub- 
[: / ſtanriall, larger, andinall points more ſufficient, then is was in former times, And the ſaid Goldbeaters neuer threatned the complainants to 
1:7] railetheprices, 


'& 
i 


* 


To the fift, for that the Goldveaters confine the ſale of the ſaid cold and ſiluey foliate to one place which they call their hall + For anſwerethey lay, T harir p41 
1s prouided by the {aid charter of incorporation, for the avoyding ot all baſe and deceipttull ſiufte, thar the ſame thould be broughtrothe Hall of #2 
the Goldbeaters, to be viewed, and there ſold by the Wardens of the company for theeale and benefit of his Majeſties ſubieRs , that haue occalion 
to vie the ſame, And the ſaid Wardens do make no priuate gaine to theraſelues. | 

To the Sixth, that ſince the obtayning of the ſaid incorporation, the ſaid foliate gold and ſiluer is made more thinne ana aeceitfull then the ſame was vefore. 
For anſwere they ſay. That the goid and ſiluer foliate made lince the ſaid incorporation,is as large and thickeand as pure ſubſtantiall and workman- 
like as the ſame was at anytime before, and for the purencile and goodneſle thereof is withour all exception. 

To the ſencnth : Touchinz a (uppoſed wrong done vnto one Spencer, 4 Gold-Beater, for troubling and arreſting him, and for exhibiting a vill into the Star- 
Chamber againſt him, and ſome of the Complainants, for vexation ſake, For anſ{werthey ſay ; T hatthe ſayd Spencer was the firlt, that drew the whole 
Company to proſecute the obtaining of the ſayd Charter, and was named one of the Wardens inthe ſayd Charter, and tooke the Oath appoynted 
by the ſayd Charter, and agreed to beare his ratable part of the charge of paſling the ſame, and atrerwards to bring in his ratable part for a generall 
Pocke forthe whole Company, andalfoto attend arthe Hall, with thereſt of the Wardens, to view ſuch worke as ſhould bee broughr in by the 
Company, and to ſerue ſuch as came to buy goldand liluerleate: Andaccording to bisſayd agreement, he became bound in ſeuerall obligations, 
of tive handred pound a paece, to the other fine Wardens ; and likewiſe the ftue Wardens, :n the like bonds to him, to pertorme the like agree- 
ments. Howbeit, when the Charter was paſſed, the ſayd Spencer, by the praRtice of the Complainants, denyed to pay his ratable part of the charge, 
of paſling the Charter ; or to bring in his rate for ſtocke, according to his bonds z or to giue his attendance at the Hall, as the reſt did,and privately 
wrought baſe and deceittull ſtufke, mixt with copper, and would haue deliuered the ſame into the Hall, for pure gold, which thereſt of the Wardens 
refuling, hethereupon (contrary to his ſayd oath) brake from his Company,vowing(as he had beene the principall meanes ro procure the Charter) 
he would doe his beſt ro overchrow ir. And the ſaid Spercer, through the abetment and incouragement of ſome of the ſaid Complainants,did dai- 
ly endeuour,to draw diuers others of the Gold-bearers from their Company to ioyne with him : For which wrongs the Gold-beaters did, ina legall 
courſe,arreſt the ſaid Spexcer vpon his bonds : And did likewiſe proſecute the faid Billin the Star-Chamber, againſt the ſayd Spexcer, and two of the 
ſayd Cutlers and their wines, tor vnlawfull maintenance, praRtice, and confederacie, to deſtroy their ſayd trade: Wherunto the Detendants did 
putina Demurrer, which depends in reference. 

To the eighth : That the {ayd Charter, for incorporatins the Gold-Beaters,zs in the nature of a Moxopolie. For anſwer they ſay. T hatit cannot be denied, 
but that the trade of the Gold-Beaters is very ancient, and of grear vie, and therefore to incorporate the ſame, is very lawfull and conuenient. For 
the general! forme of the Charter, the ſame 1s agreeable with the ordinary forme of Incorporations of other Trades in London, and cuery one of 
them may aſwell be charged, with ſauouring of a Monopolie,as this. Ifany clauſe in this Charter be againſt the Law,or to the preiudice of the Sub- 
iect, the ſame is voyd, and doth not binde. And the fame (if any ſuch be) may bee reformed, by renewing of the ſayd Charter, and omitting ſuch \ 
clauſe. But to ditlolue tne Incorporation, and to leaue the Trade without order and gouernment, were vtterly to deſtroy the ſame. 

\V hereof the ſayd Gold-Beaters doe molt humbly pray, that due conſideration may be had. | 

Theground of the Complainants griefe is, by reaſon the Gold-Beaters are incorporated, and not vpon any other cauſe. For before their Incor- 4 
poration, the ſayd rates and prices of Foliate Gold and ſiluer, were vnknowne to his Maicfties ſubie&ts. And the Gold-Beaters being bur fey in 
number, and their dwelling vncertaine, the Complainants buying the ſayd Foliate gold and filuer of the Gold-Beaters, at baſe and low rates, did 
ventand ſell the ſame in their works, at double and treble the prices they payd, and thereby enriched themſe|ues, and impoueriſhed the {ayd Gold- 
Bearers. But ſince the Incorporation, the prices of the ſayd gold and (iluer Foliate, and the place of the ſale thereof being certaine and knowne, the 
ſayd Complainants doe feare (asthereis 1uſt cauſe) that the Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdome, and ſuch others, as ſhall vie Foliate gold and 
filuer, will make their owne prouiſton, and ſee the fame wrought. And thereby the exceſſiue gaines of the Complainants bee abated and brought 
downe. All which ſhall be auerred pon oath onto this honourable Aſſembly : For whaſe proſperity and honear the ſaid Company of Gold-beaters daily pray. 


C— _ — 


GEACY 


